


The Leadership in Energy and Environmental
Design {LEED) green building rating system was
developed by the U.S. Green Building Council as
a national standard for sustainable building
design and construction. The program certifies
facilities in one of four levels: Certified, Silver,
Gold, and Platinum.

WSSI's office, which earned LEED for Commercial
Interiors (LEED-CI) certification in early 2006,
was the first facility in Virginia to be certified at
the Gold level.









9. Daylight- and motion-controlled lights
10. 78% recycled content in ceiling tile
11. Low-VOC paint
12.50% recycled steel in doors and frames
13. 62 thermal zones
14. Abundant natural light
15. Task-level lighting
16. Corn-based polylactic acid (PLA) fabric
17. EnergyStar®-compliant monitors and computers
18. Wheatboard worksurfaces
19.30% recycled steel in workstation panels
20. 45% recycled content in task chair
21.11% recycled content in carpet

and low-VOC carpet adhesive

The building's 62 thermal zones translate into one
thermostat for every two employee workstations.
Each thermostat is capable of modifying the
temperature (set by a computer-controlled master
thermostat) by two degrees in either direction to
increase employee comfort.
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GravelPave2 pervious pavement
Naturalistic landscape
Permeable concrete pavers
Green roof

Living wall

Bioswale

Underground cistern

8. Rain garden

9. Pervious concrete

10. Porous asphalt

11. Underground gravel bed detention
12. Dog kennel and dog waste composter
13. Community garden

14. Native forest and nature trail






The harvested water is pumped through
WSSIl's drip irrigation system, which is
comprised of a grid of flexible, perforated
tubing. The drip irrigation system applies
water directly at the base of the plants,
where it is absorbed by the roots. Drip
irrigation is more efficient than spray
irrigation because the evaporation loss is
lower. WSSI also used spray irrigation
because traditional pop-up heads are too
short to be effective in the naturalistic
meadow landscape.

The native vegetation doesn’t require much
water when mature. WSSl irrigates regularly,
however, to ensure that the cistern has
adequate capacity to accept the next storm.
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